Useful Family History websites

Introduction to Family History on the Internet

Useful Family History websites (January 2020)

The following websites are listed in the order in which they appear in the course An Introduction to Family History on the Internet, not necessarily in their order of importance or value. 

Getting Started

1  
www.google.co.uk
Google

Make sure you are on   .co.uk   not .com - if not go to bottom right & click on .co.uk, 

Use pages from UK traffic light to search only UK sites. 

Try I’M FEELING LUCKY” takes you to the website at the top of Google’s list of findings.

Go to “ADVANCED SEARCH” to narrow selection.   

Go to “MORE” for free downloads such as “PICASA”                

2
www.cwgc.org
Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Go to “Search Debt of Honour Register” and enter details of name etc.  (L ELY) -  

Click on Submit; only enter initials for first name 

3
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies/hertfordshire-archives-and-local-studies.aspx
Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS)

In search box enter   HALS opening hours,  

4
www.ffhs.org.uk or https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/
Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS)

Supports Family History Societies around the country. The website has an online family history tutorial.

5
www.hertsfhs.org.uk
Hertfordshire Family History Society

Go to Meetings then other sites as required

Choosing a Family Tree Program

Free programs 

6.1
www.legacyfamilytree.com Legacy Standard 9
6.2
www.familytreelegends.com Family Tree Legends

See full list and link to detailed reviews in Learner Workbook, Appendix 4.1.

6.3
Note: Gramps 5.1.1 http://gramps-project.org was highly recommended and is easy to use, but it is not easy for beginners to install.  However, it is available in a version that will run on PortableApps: it will run from a memory stick so you can enter data during the course and then take the memory stick from the computer and run it at home.

Paid for programs

7.1
www.familytreemaker.com Family Tree Maker 2019
7.2
www.legacyfamilytree.com Legacy 9 Deluxe
See full list and link to detailed reviews in Learner Workbook, Appendix 4.2
Online Searches for BMD and Census Records

8
www.freecen.org.uk
FreeCEN search home  
Partial coverage from 1841 to 1891 Censuses.
 9
www.ancestry.co.uk 
Ancestry.co.uk
You will need to register and pay to gain access.

Click search.  UK & Ireland map.   England. View all 68 B M D

Select database eg England & Wales Free B M D index 1837-1983 

Search complete England & Wales BMD index 1984-2005

10
www.1911census.co.uk
Now defaults to FindMyPast
11
www.familysearch.org 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)

Recently updated and expanded.  (Free)
England & Wales Census 1841-1911

Many other records eg BMD, but some incomplete.
For I.G.I. Search, another way to research names – go to:

11.1
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~hughwallis/IGIBatchNumbers.htm
See Where Your Relatives Lived

12
http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org
publicprofiler gbnames 

Great Britain Family Names Profiling website which presents the findings of a project based at University College London (UCL) 

This site replaces the UCL Spatial Literacy site but the old link www.spatial-literacy.org will take you to http://www.publicprofiler.org if you follow these steps:
Click on Great Britain Family Names Profiler then Visit site

Click on Search for a Surname, Choose a Year (1181 or 1998) Enter surname. Click on Find.    

Go back and choose a different year to see distribution of surnames. 
There are some issues in 2019 for this site. Alternatively try https://named.publicprofiler.org/
Search for Living Relatives

13
https://www.thephonebook.bt.com/
BT

To Search for living relatives click on The Phone Book (right hand column)
Select Residential Enter Name , Town or Postcode then click on Find a number
For old directories you can search with a subscription to Ancestry: https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/1025/
14
www.192.com
192.com

To search Electoral records select People and then Electoral Roll 

Unfortunately Credits and Extended Archive Membership are needed to view electoral records, the latter costs £149.99/yr + VAT.  

Select Family records this enables you to search Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates.

This is apparently powered by FindMyPast.com

Finding BM&D Records

15
www.ancestry.co.uk 
Ancestry.co.uk 

You will need to register and pay to gain access (see Item 9).

Record Year, Quarter, District, Book Number & Page Number to order copies

16
www.freebmd.org.uk
FreeBMD             

Go to Search.  Select the Type of search you want, eg All Types, Births, Marriages, Deaths. 
Enter Surname only and click Find; if too many results click the back arrow or Revise Query and enter either First name or Dates.

Still too many results? enter either District or County (note you cannot enter district & county together)                                                       

Record Year, Quarter, District, Book Number & Page Number to order copies.
Ordering Certificates

17
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp
General Register Office        

Create a login to search for births & deaths.

To order certificates select type required.

Click “on line”  (2nd paragraph) -  “ordering a certificate on line now” “login”

Choose type of certificate. Yes to  is GRO index known. 

Year registered. Submit. Fill in details as requested.

Note: enter credit card numbers without spaces.

Scottish and Irish Records        

18
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
ScotlandsPeople

Comprehensive website. Easy to navigate. 

Pay per view - £7 for 30 page credits. Free to search Surname and Wills & Testaments 

Births, Marriages & Deaths: 1855-2009
Old Parish Registers - Births & Baptisms, Banns & Marriages, Deaths & Burials: 1553-1854
Catholic Parish Registers - Births & Baptisms, Banns & Marriages, Deaths & Burials: 1703-1854
Census Records: 1841-1911

Wills & Testaments: 1513-1901

19
www.scottishdocuments.com
Scottish Documents 

Scottish wills & inventories, births 100 yrs, marriage 75 years, deaths 50 years

the index can be searched for free online on the ScotlandsPeople website at http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, where copy images can also be purchased.     

20
www.nationalarchives.ie
National Archives of Ireland 

Includes a database of convicts transported to Australia  

1901 and 1911 Censuses are searchable at www.census.nationalarchives.ie
21
www.askaboutireland.ie 

Ask About Ireland

Holds a free version of Griffith's Valuations, the best known Irish census substitute, begun about 1848. It is a listing of who the renters were and who owned the property.

22
www.groireland.ie
General Register Office of Ireland

Birth, marriage and death records.  Apply for certificates online or by post.
Immigrants and Emigrants

23
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/category.aspx?cat=40
Immigration & Travel page of Ancestry.co.uk. 

Many free indexes to databases of passenger lists etc.

Useful Charts

24.1
Pedigree Chart

http://www.cm.genealogicalstudies.com/cm/1forms/amet/Pedigree-noNumbers.pdf
24.2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/familyhistory/documents/pedigree_chart.pdf
Or use the pdf version in the FH kit.

Useful for showing four generations of a family Birth, marriage, death (date and place)

25
http://genealogy.about.com/library/nrelationshipchart.htm
About.com Genealogy Relationship Chart

Explains first cousin twice removed etc.

More Searchable Databases

27
www.findmypast.co.uk
findmypast

Subscription site with 14 day trial.  Full Subscription: 1 Month £9.95, 12 Month £99.95.  

Index of Births, Marriages and deaths 1837-2006. 1841-1911 census records.  Parish records from 1538.  Travel & migration records.  Military records  

Use this site to find living relatives.   

28
http://www.familytreesearcher.com/search-hints
Family Tree Searcher part free part pay site. Refers to several other FH records sites. 
Free UK Census Search via Archives™ www.archives.com/uk 
29
www.bmdindex.co.uk
BMDindex.co.uk  The Best Value with the Best Features

BMDindex.co.uk has the index to the complete range of birth, marriage and death records (BMD) from 1837 onwards as published by the GRO.  Easy to use.

Subscription site: Just BMD Indexes 1837-200550 credits, £5 for 90 days. Personal Premium subscriptions for access to TheGenealogist.co.uk from £ 54.95pa.

30
www.genealogy.com
My Genealogy.com

Mainly USA subscription site.  Sister site to Ancestry.co.uk.
Finding people with the same name

31
www.one-name.org
The Guild of One-Name Studies is the world's leading organisation for one-name studies.

See if someone else is researching your family name; Enter name click search.

32
www.surnamenavigator.org
Search multiple sites for different countries. 

Select Country [say England] Enter surname (note pop ups must be allowed).  Maximise screen. When finished with first page, close page and page 2 will then appear. Maximise and close when finished.  Repeat for all sites.  Note: some pages found have no connection with family history!

NB Dec 2019: some issues with getting this to work.
33
https://ukcensusonline.com/
UKCensusonline: subscription site with limited free search capability. Better with FMP or Ancestry.
34
www.lostcousins.com
LostCousins claims to be the ONLY family history website able to match you with others researching the same ancestors.  It’s well worth signing up for the free email newsletter.
Simply enter the relatives on your family tree who were recorded in selected US, Canadian, British, or Irish Censuses - then click the Search button.

Need to register and then follow sites; enter relatives in 1881 census;
People and Places

35
www.orion-arts.com/villages
Irish and British Villages Member sites contain information about villages in Wales, Scotland, Ireland and England (including the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man and anywhere else normally considered part of (or near) the Irish Republic or the British Isles). They show details of the community, history, culture and trade of the chosen village(s).

Press Ctrl-F to find the village you are interested in.

36
https://curiousfox.com/


CuriousFox, the village by village contact site for anyone researching family history, genealogy and local history in the UK and Ireland.  Free Search by Village or Town &/or person's Name.

37
Item deleted – no longer available
Family Trees Online 

Create your family tree online 

Enter data person by person or upload GEDCOM file.  Get information from other people’s trees.

38a
www.genesreunited.co.uk Genes Reunited * See Item 39 below

38b
www.findmypast.co.uk/family-tree Family Tree Explorer 

38c
www.myheritage.com/page/family-tree-online MyHeritage

38d
www.onegreatfamily.com   OneGreatFamily

Claims to be the world's largest online family tree.  Mostly USA records. Subscription site, 7 day free trial.  Annual Subscription - $79.95. 
38e
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/   Ancestry.co.uk  Very large, also uses your tree when you buy DNA tests
38f
www.findmypast.co.uk   findmypast.co.uk  Smaller, now selling DNA tests
38g
https://www.familysearch.org/en/   FamilySearch  Free, but you can’t stop others changing your tree. Believe in communal trees that anyone can add to. The only exception is if it is a Guild of One-name Studies member.
39 Note: 
Genes Reunited www.genesreunited.co.uk
Best site for locating relatives. 

Standard Subscription: 12 month plan £1.67 per month, 6 month plan £2.50 per month

View trees of over 13 million Genes Reunited members

Contact members who share your ancestors to discover your family history

Well worth signing up for.

Platinum Subscription: 12 month plan £6.67 per month, 1 month plan £19.95 per month

The above features plus 

Census Records 1841-1901; Birth, Marriage & Deaths 1837-2004 (England & Wales)

British Military Records from World War I and II 

The complete 1911 census for England and Wales.

40 https://www.thoughtco.com/vital-records-around-the-world-4133304
Education site was About.com Genealogy

England Genealogy - Tracing Your English Ancestors

Research the English ancestors in your family tree with these free genealogy databases, mailing lists, records, and tutorials geared toward family history research in England. 

41
https://ukga.org/index.html
UK Genealogy Archives

Aiming to be one of the best United Kingdom genealogy sources on the net. Many free databases and comprehensive links to most of the searchable genealogy databases you will need, including the usual subscription sites. In practice, not much content.
Newspapers & Trade Directories 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
British Newspapers Archive is a major resource bringing together two collections of digitised newspapers, both held in the British Library: 

· The 17th and 18th Century Burney Collection of printed papers 

· British Newspapers 1800-1900 - 71 London, national and regional newspapers

There is a free Community version available in public libraries, and wider access through FindmyPast. 
Only 5% of their newspapers are digitised, but if you can work out which papers you wish to see it can be made available free at the British Library at St Pancras.

42
https://www.connectedhistories.org/
Connected Histories seems to enable searches of two collections of digitised newspapers in British Newspapers 1800-1900 but you may have to view your searches in the library.
43
www.gazettes-online.co.uk
Gazettes Published By Authority. Official Newspaper of Record for the UK.  Searchable site for London, Belfast & Edinburgh Gazettes 

44
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4
Historical Directories of England & Wales is a collection of digitised trade directories, part of the University of Leicester's Special Collections Online, covering England and Wales from the 1760s to the 1910s. It contains high quality reproductions of comparatively rare books, essential tools for research into local and genealogical history. 

45
http://www.familyrelatives.com/articles/details.php?aid=47
Pigot's Historical Trade Directories 

The Pigot's Directories currently cover the period from 1830 to 1839 before the official Civil Registration began and are a valuable source of additional information when researching your ancestors.

Criminal Records 

46
www.oldbaileyonline.org 

The Proceedings of the Old Bailey, 1674-1913

A fully searchable edition of the largest body of texts detailing 197,745 criminal trials held at London's central criminal court.

Click on Search or go to the Search pages.  Search Surname, Offence, Verdict etc.

47
http://blacksheepancestors.com/uk/prisons.shtml 

Blacksheep Ancestors Search for ancestors in Free Prison and Convict Records, Court Records, Executions, Famous Outlaws, Criminals & Bandits in the United States, United Kingdom and Canada. 
48
www.exploregenealogy.co.uk/criminalrecords.html
Explore Genealogy Using Criminal Records For Family History Research – helpful article.

Military Service Records

49
www.cwgc.org Commonwealth War Graves Commission  (see No.2 for more information)
50
www.findmypast.co.uk/content/search-menu/armed-forces-and-conflict 

FindMyPast Armed forces & conflict records

You can also search a range of historical lists and roll calls, including records for the Battle of Waterloo, as well as army BMDs (not found in the civil indexes).

Free to search, but you have to pay to view original records or transcripts. 
50a
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/  
Ancestry also has similar military records. You need to check both FMP & Ancestry as they have different people and different types of record on each site. Ancestry has started putting the images of its military records into a separate website https://www.fold3.com/ as a way of getting another subscription. Occasionally there are free days of access around historic military days, eg Remembrance Day. There are other sources of information there, many are free from other websites, eg Trove.
51
www.genuki.org.uk/big/BritMilRecs.html
GENUKI British Military Records

A very useful article explaining where to find various British Army Service Records, Officers' Service Records, Army Lists, Regimental Records of Service, Enlisted Men's Service Records.  It does not have any active weblinks or searchable records.

52
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-naval-seamen.htm
Royal Navy ratings' service records 1853-1923
Many of the records reveal year and town of birth, names of ships served on and the period of time served in the Royal Navy.  You can search the records in the catalogue, by filling in the form.
Useful Genealogy Information

53
www.genealogy-links.co.uk/html/freebies.html
UK Genealogy Links Your Guide to Finding Genealogical Resources & Information (Dec 2019: Site does not have SSL Certificate so Google tries to block it)
Free Genealogy Stuff & Worthwhile Freebies. Take your pick  

54
www.genuki.org.uk
GENUKI provides a virtual reference library of genealogical information of particular relevance to the UK and Ireland. 

Search—England Page---Lincolnshire—Genealogy---

Surname list----------N for NORTH.

55
Item deleted – no longer available
Archives
56
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk           


The National Archives has thousands of records, only a small fraction digitised and put on websites. Original military, Customs & Excise records, 13-18th century manuscripts, bills, only some of which can be downloaded for a fee. Free to see in person at Kew.
Click on Explore our Records > Looking for a person?

The research signposts listed  can help you uncover a person's history. Each guide tells you where you can find the relevant records, and how they can be accessed.

57
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
Discovery (formerly Access to Archives, A2A) is part of the UK archives network         

Contains catalogues of Archives held throughout England from 8th century to present day.

58
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/visitor-information/Pages/archives-guildhall-library.aspx
City of London Guildhall Library The Library of London History
Guildhall Library is a public reference library specialising in the history of London. The printed books collection comprises over 200,000 titles dating from the 15th to the 21st centuries and includes books, pamphlets, periodicals, trade directories and poll books. This collection covers all aspects of life in London, past and present, its trade, people and buildings.

58a
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/Pages/search.aspx 

London Metropolitan Archives

LMA contains the majority of London records useful to FH research.

London Generations is a database of sources for family history research in London compiled from genealogical sources held at London Metropolitan Archives. The Parish Registers, Bishops Transcripts, Non-conformist records and some of the Boards of Guardians records listed in London Generations are now available through Ancestry.co.uk.  There are large collections of maps, trade directories, images not available elsewhere.
58b
https://www.bl.uk/
British Library
The British Library has huge possibilities for family research and supporting historical information. Old Electoral rolls, published historical family trees, original manuscripts, manorial records, patent libraries, British Newspaper Archives, sound archives. Catalogue is good, but searching through Google with ‘British Library’ included in the search text can find things not easily found in the catalogue.

Portals or Gateways and Blogs                                                                                                                    

59
www.cyndislist.com
Cyndi's List is a Gateway site: a comprehensive, categorized & cross-referenced list of links that point you to genealogical research sites online.    

Click “ Alphabetical index” ; select letter H; “ Hertfordshire” “ Volunteers and other Research services”; “Hertfordshire Lookup Exchange”

60
www.rootsweb.com 
RootsWeb 

The primary purpose and function of RootsWeb.com is to connect people so that they can help each other and share genealogical research.

Go to “family trees” then ”advanced search”  enter name “Preston North” and birth country “England” – search.  Click on database name “ANNA –LOUISE” enter first letter of surname N. Click on North then Preston North then Ahnentafel.

61
www.rootschat.com 

RootsChat.com is an easy to use messaging forum for everyone researching their family history roots or local history. The focus is on Ireland and the British Isles.

Miscellaneous Useful Stuff

62
www.ebay.co.uk
eBay  A good site for buying genealogy books and CDs. Enter Lincolnshire Genealogy
63
www.familytreefolk.co.uk
Family Tree Folk

Archiving and storage of all of your valuable research material, old documents, wills, maps, newspaper articles, memorabilia and photographs, even if just copies of the originals, should always be done using archival acid free materials and safe archival products.    
64
www.inkcycle.co.uk            
 

Inkcycle is a good site for ink cartridges & computer supplies.  They specialise in the manufacture and supply of recycled, compatible and original inkjet consumables.

Changed in Dec 2019

· HALS

· Free programs and Paid for programs updated

· Replaced  www.1911census.co.uk with FindMyPast
· Family Search updated now provides free access to England & Wales Census 1841-1911, plus many other records eg BMD, but some incomplete.

· Surname profiler

· BT.com to get to Phonebook

· Added search for old phone books

· GRO

· Replaced http://www.uk-surnames.com with UKcensusonline as this is the only active link from the old site
· Curiousfox.org
· Trees online: added more sites

· Vitalrecordsroundtheworld: replaced with latest

· Military records: added Ancestry & Fold3

· www.genealogy-links.co.uk/html/freebies.html: Note added re SSL cert
· 1837.com not reachable

· Guildhall/LMA edited

· Added British Library to Archives list
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